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The  Principal  Families  in  Ayrshire  by  George 
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CAPTAIN  KELSO,  R.  N. 


*  *  * 


Arras  —  Sable,  a  f esse  engrailed,  Ermine  between 

three  garbs,  Or, 

Crest  —  A  Garb,  Or, 

Supporters  —  Two  Lions,  rampant,  each  charged  on  the 

shoulder  with  a  garb,  Or:  being  the 
original  Armorial  Bearings  of  Lord  Kelso, 
of  Kelsoland,  in  1598, 


'This  family  ana  of  the  most  ancient  in  Scotland,  and  one  of 
the  few  still  represented  by  a  -lineal  descendant  in  tne  male 
line,  was  long  a  family  of  distinction  in  Cunninghams ,  -na  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  ha;,  in  very  early  times  considerable  posses¬ 
sions  in  Lanark  and  the  north  of  Ayrshire,  long  prior  to  the 
date  of  any  charters  that  have  been  preserved.  The  origin  of 
this  family,  though  unquestionably  of  great  antiquity,  seems 
not  to  be  very  precisely  ascertained.  The  original  name  was 
Calco  or  Chalchou,  which  is  decidedly  of  Gel tic  derivation; 
and  it  seems  now  certain,  although  attempts  of  late  years 
have  been  made  to  claim  for  the  family  a  ilorman  origin,  that 
they  were  "Kormaers" ,  (Hereditary  f.agistrates-dovernors )  of 
the  large  tract  of  country  south  of  the  Clyde,  correspond— 


and 

.even  ax 

on  the  Horth 

and 

centurej 

3  before  the 

If  a  “birth  brieve*1,  passed  under  the 
reign  of  James  VI,  to  oir  James  no/d, 


great  seal  in  the 
dated  April  26th, 


1600,  can  be  clied  upon,  the 
Majorca"  (Principal  Barons)  of 
ly,  thus  carrying  back  their  a 
the  21 event h  Century. 


family  had  ranked  as  "Barones 
Kelso land  550  years  previous- 
ntiquity  till  the  middle  of 


Crawfurd,  who  wrote  in  1710, 


•nid  whose  researches 


into  the 


origin  of  the  most  ancient  families  lms  acquired  for  his 
testimony  an  authenticity  that  is  undoubted,  states  in  his 
account  of  Kelsos  of  Kelso land,  “that  they  had  been  posses¬ 
sed  of  these  lands  upwards  of  500  years,  as  their  writs 
do  sufficiently  demonstrate11 . 

Bail  lie,  in  his  history  of  the  Nest  of  Scotland,  remarks 
that  the  “Kelsos  of  Kelso! ana  were  centuries  ago  Free  Barons 
of  Scotland,  and  their  descent  from  before  the  time  of  hal¬ 
ed  m  Ceanmohr,  1057,  clown  to  the  present  period,  admits  of 
the  clearest  proof.  Also  Sir  George  Uackensie  in  his  “hag- 
nates  Scotiae“  enters  at  length  into  the  history  of  the 
family*.  (See  “Robertson*  Pg.  17  &  18.) 

1.  Vinget  Calco  of  Chalehou,  10.23,  (as  appears  from  chart 
of  Chalehou,  folio  6,  ?.  22)  the  first  of  this  family  whose 
name  appears  in  any  record,  was  settled  in  the  .Vest  of 
Scotland  had  large  possessions  in  the  North  of  Ayrshire, 
Lanark  and  Dumbarton. 


The  name  appears  in  the  earliest  Charter  now  in  existence  in 
Scotland  as  “Vincett,  the  Ghwite*  and  afterwards  he  is 
designated  as  “Vinget  of  the  bite  Sword* •  It  is  stated 
that  he  was  one  of  the  leading  barons  who  took  the  part  of 
Malcolm  Canmore  after  King  Duncan  was  assassin-  .ted  (1C3S) 
by  Macbeth,  Lor mao r  of  ho ray,  -  that  he  was  banished,  and 
with  Malcolm,  Lacauxf,  Lormaor  of  Fife,  ana  other  Nobles, 
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fled  Horthiimbr  ia 


wr-ere 


t'ltiV 


were  received  by  Uiward,  Uncle 


of  Malcolm,  in  a  most  friendly  manner* 


In  3.054  ho  returned  with  Malcolm  and  the  Northumbrian  forces 
under  Siward,  Karl  of  Northumberland,  and  took  part  in  the 
battle  of  Birnara  V/ood  and  Dunsinane  in  which  Macbeth  was  de- 
x  e  c  it  o  d  • 


Malcolm  III  succeeded  to  the  throne  and  was  crowned  at 
Gcone,  April  25  th,  1057,  and  immedi  tely  called  a  parlia¬ 
ment  at  Forfair,  ,sin  which  he  rewarded  them  with  lands  and 
livings  that  had  assisted  him  against  Macbeth,  advancing 
them  to  fees  and  offices  as  he  saw  cause  and  commanded  that 


lopyls  should  have.  ■  n<;  oniov  the.,  same*  He  created  many  Marls, 
Lords,  Barons  and  Knights.  These  were  the  first  Marls  that 
have  been  heard  of  amongst  the  Scott ische  men,  as  their 
histories  make  mention* a  (See  Holinsliedfl  GhroiScles  of  Scot¬ 
land)* 


There  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that  Vinget  Calco  was  at  this 
time  created  lari  of  Alcluyd  by  Iv-lcolm  III,  as  bis  son  and 
successor  bears  that  title  and  the  name  is  afterwards  writ¬ 
ten  Me  Chalchou” . 


2*  Vinget  de  Chalchou,  his  successor  is  mentioned  in  a 
0  .art or  of  Duncan,  King  of  Scotland,  1034,  in  which  he  is 
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designated  Vinget ,  Karl  of  Alcluyd  (Comes  tie  Alcluyd). 
Iiie  name  also  appears  as  a  witness  to  a  Charter  of  King 
Edgar  to  the  Monks  ox  Durham. 


3.  Madach  de  Chalchou,  Earl  of  Alcluyd,  his  successor  was 
one  of  tlic  siz  “Morniaers"  who  witnessed  the  foundation 
Charter  of  Scone  Abbey,  given  by  Alexander  X,  in  which  he 
is  designated  as  U.ndach,  son  of  Vinget  who  was  the  son 
of  Yinget  (Comes,  filius  Vengetiina  filii  Yingetimae )  -  see 
“Boethius  Chronicles  of  Scotland11 .  It  is  also  stated  by 
Lord  Hailes  that  he  was  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Scottish 
Array  and  was  killed  by  an  arrow  at  the  battle  of  Stand¬ 
ard  (Northallerton) ,  August  33,  1138.  (See  .also  "Aelred 
of  Rivault"  ?.  346.) 

Lord  Hailes  also  states  that  he  had  a  daughter,  Marjory, 
(whose  son,  Osoert ,  v?as  the  first  Mitred  Aobot  of  Kelso, 
1184)  and  two  sons,  (l)  Peter,  who  was  slain  in  xhe  battle, 
of  Northallerton  and  (3)  Hoi ana,  who  suceeeded. 


4.  Roland  de  Khalchou  -  In  a  manuscript  history  in  pos¬ 
session  of  Mrs.  Sallentyne,  it  is  mentioned  that  when 
Somerled,  Re-ailus  of  Arregaithel  (Argyll)  invaded  Strath¬ 
clyde  in  1164,  Roland  de  Ehalchou,  Earl  of  Alcluyd,  met 
him  in  battle  near  Renfrew  and  slew  him  and  that  3000  o.t 
Corner! eds  men  were  killed  in  the  fray.  He  also  led  the 
left  wing  .of  the  Scottish  Army  into  England  in  the  invasion 
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of  11V0,  and  was  one  of  the  urine i  nl  barons  who  were  host¬ 
ages  for  Y/illiaw  the  Lyon,  1174.  He  was  slain  by  the  Eng¬ 
lish  in  a  battle  fought  near  Carlisle  in  1106,  (see  “Baillie" ) . 
He  married  Adda,  daughter  of  Halcolia  de  Atheodle,  and  had  a 
son  Arnold*  His  name  appears  with  that  of  his  wife,  in  a 
donation  of  Malcolms  to  the  Priory  of  St.  Andrews. 

> 

b«  Arnold  De  Kelquou,  Lord  of  Kelquou,  1105,  designated  as 
Arnold  filius  Rowland  Pilii  Madaohae  as  witness  to  a  charter 
of  Richard  de  Morville3  to  the  Monks  of  Dryburgh.  He 
married  Pva  Johanna,  daughter  of  Richard  de  Morville,  by 
v?hoi3  were  added  to  Kelso  barony  the  lands  of  Blackmosse, 

Halie ,  Hauginheugh,  Dairy,  Koddesdale,  Arnsheugh,  Bondington, 
Harr shaw,  Gif f in  and  Kilmarnock. 

6.  John  de  Kelson,  Sari  of  Asceles,  Lord  of  Kelsou,  son  of 
Arnald  succeeded  a3  stated  in  a  donation  to  the  Abbey  of 
Paisley  in  1226.  He  married  Dorothea  de  Morville,  by  whom  , 
he  had  three  sons;  (1)  Peter  who  was  slain  by  the  Korweg— 
ians  in  the  battle  of  Largs,  1263.  (2)  Arnald,  who  succeed¬ 

ed  his  father,  (3)  daldevus,  who  was  Prior  of  Lesmahago  and 
is  designated  '’..aldevus,  son  of  John,  Marl’5,  in  one  of  the 
writs  of  Lesmahago ,  1252. 


The  lands  of  Kelso land  were  erected  into  a  tree  barony  oy 
Charter  in  the  year  1256* 
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7.  Arnald  cle  Kcloou.  ‘’Thin  Baron  was  renowned  for  hio 
gallant  conduct  at  the  battle  of  Lnrgn,  13R3,  whore  he 
slew  Hakon,  nephew  of  Haco,  King  of  Norway,  and  the  leader 
of  the  Norwegian  host-;  a  man  of  great  stature,  might  and 
vigor14.  The  old  chronicler,  in  his  account  of  this  battle, 
writes  “This  surname  is  very  rncient  and  the  head  of  that 
family  did  memorable  service  under  King  Alexander  III,  at 
the  battle  of  Largs". 


He  married  laud  flerayn  and  they  had  two  sons,  (l)  V/illiam 
slain  in  the  streets  cf  Edinburgh  and  (3 )  John,  who 


succeeded. 


8*  John  de  Kelsou.  This  name  appears  in  the  memorable 
letter  of  the  Estates  of  Scotland  to  King  Edward  I  of 
England,  from  3irgham  near  Kelso,  in  1380,  as  Johan  de 
Kelsou;  Earl  of  Asceles. 


He  married  Elisabeth  Gomyn 
Alexander,  Earl  of  Buchan 
His  name  and  that  of  his  w 


(Cumin  or  Gumming)  daughter  of 
and  Justiciary  of  Scotland.' 
if e  are  found  in  several  records 


dated  1377  and  1383;  his  son  and  successor, 


9.  Hugo  de  Kelso,  lord  of  Xelsoland 
the  name  in  the  present  day  form  (Ke 
he  was  called  by  the  Cintinuator  of 
the  Kelso.?  of  Kol'sola.nd" . 


w as  the  first  to  spell 
on 

Iso)  an t if t h is  e. c c o unt 
2Te sb i t ,  (  Ancestor  of 
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lie  married  Aleonore,  daughter  of  Patrick,  Earl  of  l  arch; 
she  was  the  first  cousin  of  Robert  Bruce,  being  the  daughter 
of  Christian,  only  daughter  of  Robert  Bruce,  the  elder. 
"Barbour”  writes  that  she  was  xhe  first  person  of  importance 
who  made  any  demonstration  in  favor  of  Robert  Bruce  after 
he  had  landed  at  Turnberry  in  1308,  and  who  brought  him 
“fourty  men  in  cumpnny".  "Brillie"  states  that  in  July,  1397 
Hew,  Lord  of  Kelsoland  and  Sir  Richard  Landin,  two  Scottish 
Knights  who  had  till  nor*  refused  allegiance  to  Ld.wn.rd  I  of 
Ln gland ,  went  over  with  a  large  following  to  the  Array  of 
Percy,  "declaring  it  to  be  folly  to  remain  longer  with  a 
party  at  variance  with  itself",  at  the  same  time  Bruce,  the 
Stewart  of  Scotland,  the  Bishop  of  Glasgow  and  Alexander  de 
Lindsay  made  their  submission  to  King  Edward.  Hie  name  with 
those  of  the  principal  Bara  ns  of  dcotlana  is  on  the  "Ragman 
Roll"  in  July,  13S6.  He  had  t.vo  sons,  (l)  Rich -rd  end  (3) 
Andrew,  Prior  of  Paisley,  1338,  and  a  daughter  Aleonore  who 
married  Robert  de  Umfraville,  Earl  of  Angus.  Hugo  de  Kelsofe 
name  appears  among  the  "Barones  Majorca"  slain  ax  the  Batxle 
of  Falkirke  in  1398. 


10.-  Rich-rd  de  Kelso,  Lord  of  Kelsoland,  married  Matilda, 
second  daughter  of  Robert  de  Bruce,  (Robert  I)  as  is  stated 
in  a  donation  to  the  Abbey  of  Paisley,  given  by  them  in  1345 
to  v/hich  both  of  their  names  are  appended.  Matilda  died 
July  30,  1353  and  was  buried  at  Dunfermline  with  others  of 
the  royal  family..  As  one  of  the  "Barones  liajores"  Richard, 


, 


I 


Lord  Kelso  was  present  In  the  Parliament  held  in  3t.  Johns 
Church  at  Ayr,  April  26,  1315,  for  the  purpose  of  settling 
the  Crown  upon  Robert  do  Bruce,  at  which  time  a  deed  was 
oaased  and  solemnly  ratified  "that  on  the  death  of  the  King 
the  Crown  should  devolve  on  his  heirs  male.  Should  the 
King  die  without  male  issue,  or  should  bis  male  issue  faij. , 
the  Crown  was  to  devolve  on  his  Brother;  failing  him,  on 
the  nearest  male  descended  fro..*  the  K in-.; • 

in  success ion*  (See  "Hailes").  Rich-rd  had  three  sons,  (l) 
Robert,  (3)  John,  (3)  Andrew,  Prior  of  Lesmahago  in  1350. 


11.  Robert  de  Kelso  succeeded  to  the  Lordship  and  Barony  of 
Kelso land.  His  name  occurs  in  several  records  dated  1358  - 
1360,  with  that  of  his  wife  Margaret,  daughter  of  Godfrey 
de  Ardrossan.  He  attended  Parliament  held  in  Edinburgh, 
September  1357,  as  Lord  de  Kelso,  and  had  a  charter  in  1358 
from  David  II,  confirming  him  in  the  lands  of  Godfrey  de 
A r dr os Sim.  His  son  Richard  was  killed  in  the  battle  oi 
Nevilles  Cross  in  1546,  one  daugnter  married  Archibald  eraser, 
( Frisel)  and  she  brought  him  as  dowry,  Knock  Ccstle.  They 
were  afterwards  called  the  "Frasers  of  Knock".  Robert  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  his  brother, 


12*  John  de  Kelso,  Lord  of  Kelsoland,  who  bee  cue  the 
seventh  "Feudal  Lord".  Ho  married  Klizaoexh  Livingston  of 
Callendar  and  they  gave  in  donation  to  t'ne  Church  ox  ax.  Mary 
at  Paisley ,  by  deed  of  mortification,  dated  Jan.  6,  la-03, 
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the  lands  of  Langley  Bank ,  lying  between  Kelsoli  n  -  •  nd  Largs* 

13.  Thomas,  Lord  Kelso  of  Kelsoland,  (son  of  John)  was  one 
of  the  guarantees  of  a  treaty  with  the  English  Dec.  15,  1437; 
being  designated  Thomas  Do minus  Kelso;  and  again  in  November, 
1449,  under  the  designation  of  Thomas  Do minus  Kelso  de  Kelso¬ 
land.  He  v/as  a  Peer  of  Parliament  under  the  Peerage  created 
by  James  I,  in  1436,  when  41  Great  us  cst  Do  minus  de  Kelso11. 

He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Flerayn  of  Cumbernauld, 
grand-daughter  of  the  itegent,  Steuart,  Duke  of  Albany.- 


14.  John,  Lord  Kelso  of  Kelsoland,  (son  of  Thomas)  had  a 
charter  of  the  lands  of  “nether  and  over  Kelsoland9  as 
grandson  of  John  de  Kelso  from  James  II,  dated  September  4, 
1444.  lie  was  one  of  the  Conservators  of  a  treaty  with  the 
English,  July  6th,  1457.  He  married  Jonet,  daughter  of 
Boyle  of  Kel'ourn,  whose  family  intermarried  and  made  a 
double  alliance  v/ith  the  House  of  Kelsoland,  His  name  ap¬ 
pears  among  the  names  of  the  “Barones  Kajores*  slain  with 
their  King  (James  III)  at  Sauchieburn,  June  11,  1488. 


15.  John,  eldest  son  of  John,  succeeded  his  father  and  was 
for  a  long  time  under  forfeiture  but  on  march  11,  1503, 


a  deed. was  granted  by  James  17,  which  re-echoe 
charter.  Lord  Kelso  appears  in  the  Parliament 
in  1506  and  was  slain  at  the  battle  of  Flouden 
His  wife  was  Marjory,  daughter  of  Stewart  of  P 

o 

Stewart  of  Bute,  grand-son  of  Kobert  II. 


s  the  original 
at  Edinburgh 
Field  1513. 
ynock. 
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son  of 


16*  Henry  Kelso ,  son  of  John,  married  ii  rion  liure,  daughter 
of  John  Hu  re  of  Rownllnne.  They  v/ere  protested  against  by 
Will  lain  Brunsk,  Abbot  of  Kilwinning,  in  14S4,  ‘’for  not  com- 
peiring  to  follow  him0.  (See  Act.  Dom.  Con.  P.  3B6).  This 
was  one  of  the  first  steps  toward  the  “Reformation*1  • 

17.  Robert  Kelso  of  Keisoland  (son  of  Henry)  who  succeeded 
his  grandfather,  married  his  cousin  Jonet,  a  daughter  of 
Fraser  of  Knock  and  had  no  issue.  He  does  not  appear  to 
have  attended  any  meetings  of  Parliament* 

10.  Thomas,  Lord  Kelso,  who  served  heir  to  his  brother 
Robert  in  the  Lordship  and  Barony  of  Keisoland  in  1536,  had. 
charters  from  James  7,  to  Largs,  (logos ide,  Kodd.es dale  and 
Blackmosse*  He  married  his  cousin  Isabel,  daughter  of 
Lord  Livings to n  and  “was  a  man  of  most  energetic  character 
and  a  zealous  adherent  to  the  cause  of  the  Reformed  Church.” 
His  name  repeatedly  occurs  in  the  history  of  those  times, 
with  that  of  the  Sari  of  Glencairn,  Lord  Boyd  and  Lord 
Ochiltree,  who  were  active  supporters  of  the  Reformed  Church. 
He  is  referred  to  in  the  “Rowallune  memorandum0  as  the  Ayr¬ 
shire  Baron,  who  after  the  Regent,  Ha rv  of  Guise  had  said 
“Promises  ought  not  to  be  urged  upon  prince 3  unless  they  can 
conveniently  fill  them",  boldly  addressed  her  as  follows: 
n«e  know,  madam,  that  this  is . the  device  of  the  Bishops 
who  now  stand  beside  you;  we  avow  to  God  we  shall  make  a  day 
of  it.  They  oppress  us  and  our  poor  tenants  to  feed  them- 
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selves,  they  trouble  our  ministers  ana  seek  to  undo  them  and 
us  and  we  will  not  suffer  It  longer".  At  the  conclusion  of 
this  audacious  speech,  too  historian  tells  us  -  "The  Barons, 
who  had  hitherto  stood  uncovered,  put  on  their  helmets  with 


a  general  air  of  defiance". 


Lord  Kelso  died  in  1573.  Me  had  two  daughters;  (l)  Giles, 
Y7ho  married  Hugh  Crnwfurd  of  Cloverhill,  and  (2)  Mary,  who 
was  Laid  of  Honor  to  Queen  Mary  and  afterwards  became  the 
second  wife  of  Lord  John  Flerayng;  and  two  cons;  (o)  Archi¬ 
bald  who  succeeded  him  and  (4)  Thomas,  killed  in  the  streets 
of  Irvine  in  the  feud  between  the  Sgl int-oun  and  Boyd  famil¬ 
ies* 


19.  Archibald  Kelso,  Master  of  Keisolahd,  was  taken  prison¬ 
er  at  the  battle  of  Langsyde,  with  the  Masters  of  Ross, 
Sglintoun,  Cassilis,  and  the  young  Sheer iff  of  Ayr,  but 
was  released  shortly  as  his  name  appears  on  the  "Ratifica¬ 
tion"  found  in  the  Boyd  Charter  Chest,  dated  Largs,  July  2 8, 
1568,  He  succeeded  to  the  estates  in  1578  and  his  name  ap¬ 
pears  on  the  rolls  of  the  Parliaments  which  sat  at  Edinburgh 
in  1585,  1593,  1595,  1598  and  1600.  His  lordship  married 
first;  Margaret,  daughter  of  Jones  Stew-rt  of  Ardgowa.n  and 
Blackball,  great  grand-daughter  of  Robert  III,  by  whom  he  had 
two  daughters;  (l)  Jean,  who  married  John  8 ten? art  of  Ascog  in 
Bute,  and  had  a  son  Ninian  Btewart  who  married  Janet,  a 

.  <3 

daughter  of  Oir  Bryce  Blair  of  that  ilk,  and  a  daughter  who 


11 


married  i*\illarton  of  arcenhf.ll;  (2)  Jonet ,  who  married  John 

"vw. -0-c<  J  >.  Mi  i  t <,  .•*-*,#  fiift  -*-*-*•'{*  ^-tAv.  LxJ-xJx-J^l 

Brisbane;  and  two  sons;  (,3)  David  and  (4)  iVilllamA  Earl  of 


Gowrie,  and  following  the  so-called  "Cowrie  Conspiracy'1 ,  was 
involved  in  tho  ruin  which  encompassed  the  Cowrie  family.  " 
life,  lands  and  goods''  were  declared  forfeit  in  the  Par  llano- 
held  in  Edinburgh,  January  15,  16C1.  He  died  the  same  year. 

20 .  David  Kelso  of  Kelsoland  succeeded  his  father  and  was 
restored  in  part  to  the  old  Baronial  fief  of  Kelso land 
November  8,  1601.  He  married  his  cousin  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  James  Stewart,  son  of  Stewart  of  Ardgov/an  and  Blackball, 
and  sold  part  of  the  lands  of  Kelsoland  to  his  cousin  Robert 
Brisbane* 

21.  Archibald  Kelso,  son  of  David,  eucceeded  to  the  Estate 
about  1610.  He  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Matthew  Brisbane 
of  Rossi  and  and  had  a  daughter  Blsoeth,  v/1jo  married  Sir 
William  Eure  of  Row &1 lane.  He  died  in  1613,  and  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  his  brother,  Robert. 

22.  Robert  Kelso  married  Jean  ^lontgomery,  daughter  of  Vis¬ 
count  Montgomery  of  Aims,  and  had  issue,  Henry,  who  died 
young*  He  v;as  induced  to  sell  the  remaining  lands  of  Kelso- 
land  to  Patrick  6 chav.-  of  Grennock  in  1624. 


2o«  Viiilinm  Kelso,  second  son  of  Lord  Archibald  Kelso,  (No. 


IS)  married  his  cousin,  Lady  Eleanor e  Livm  .ston, 


second 


' 


dau  ghter  of  Alexander, 


5In 


rl 


of 


Linlithgovr, 


by  whom  he  had  a 


son, 


34,  Robert  Kelso,  commonly  called  “Robert  of  r.alrig4* ,  after¬ 
wards  "of  Kelso  land'4,  who  repurchased  the  estate  of  Kclso- 
1  and  from  Hugh  Schau,  son  of  John  he  haw ,  in  1G33.  This 
gentleman  was  a  staunch  upholder  of  the  Solemn  he  a;. axe  and 
Covenant.  His  name  is  mentioned  in  the  “Rowallane  Papero44 
as  b  ing  major  in  Lord  Kglintoun’s  Regiment  of  Horse,  and  was 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Lars ton  Ho or,  in  1644.  His  name  is 
attached  to  the  “minutes  of  the  Largs  Committee*1,  anent  the 
out  rigging  to  the  duke  of  Hamilton  1648.  In  1668  herns 
fined  Hour  thousand  eight  hundred  Pounds,  coots,  by  General 
iliadleton  and  was  much  harassed  by  the  prelatical  party  and 
was  subjected  to  divers  ruinous  fines  for  harbouring  per¬ 
secuted  Covenanters'* •  He  married  Jean,  daughter  of  John  Os- 
burn,  Provost  of  Ayr ,  and  had  two  sons;  (i)  John,  (3) 

William. 


4? 


35.  John  Kelso  of  Kelsoland,  succeeded  his  father  in  the  es¬ 
tate,  and  with  the  consent  of  his  son  John,  sold  the  lands 
in  1671  to  a  relative,  James  Brisbane  of  Bishop  ton,  who  alter¬ 
ed  the  name  of  the  estate  to  “Brisbane14 ,  by  which  appelation 
from  that  time  down  to  the  present  it  is  still  known.  He  was 
Collector  end  Bole  Surveyor  of  the  Customs  of  Port  Glasgow 
until  his  death.  He  married  Kory  Jane,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Archibald  Iktmilton,  minister  of  Kigton,  brother  of  James, 
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Vincount  of  Clrndeboise,  and  descended  of  Sir  John  xuiir.il ton 
of  Cadzour* 

28.  John  Kelso,  son  of  John,  was  Cornet  of  Horse.  He  mar¬ 
ried  his  cousin,  Ton.  Elisabeth,  relict  of  Robert  Montgomery, 
eldest  daughter  of  James,  Viscount  Kilsyth,  by  whom  he  had 
two  eons;  (l)  Roberfc,  (2)  William  (Bee  Ho.  28).  He  died  in 
1675. 

27.  Robert  Kelso  was  a  Colonel  of  the  Cameronian  Regiment. 

He  married  in  1689,  Hon.  Harriet  Dalzell,  only  daughter  of 
William,  Lord  Kenmure •  He  died  in  1711,  leaving  one  son, 

John  Jordon  Kelso,  (See  Ko.  29). 

/  •  \ 

28.  William  Kelso,  second  son  of  John  (Jo.  26),  acquired  in 
1695  the  lands  of  Dankeith  in  Ayrshire.  He  tarried  Mary, 
dau,;;hter  of  Dunlop  of  that  ilk  and  had  one  son,  (l)  William, 
his  heir,  who  died  unmarried  in  1763,  .(2)  Frances  who  died 
unmarried,  (3)  Jonet,  v/ho  married  A*  Baird,  (4)  Kary,  who 
married  George  Hoc  gill  an  eminent  Surgeon  of  Edinburgh, 
grandson  of  the  lord  Oxford,  and  (5)  Jean,  who  died  unmar¬ 
ried.  Mrs.  Hacgill,  after  the  death  of  her  brother,  William, 
acquired  the  lands  of  Dankeith.  She  had  one  daughter, 

Mary,  who  married  Stuart  of  Stuart  Hill.  llrs.  Macgill 

died  in  1778  and  in  consequence  of  an  entail  the  estate  of 
Dankeith  passed  on  to  C  pt.  John  Kelso.  (See  Ho.  31). 


29.  John  Cordon  Kelso,  son  of  Robert  (Ho.  27)  Colonel  of 
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at  Preaton  1715.  He  married 


Horae  under  General  Carpenter 
in  1711,  His  cousin  Lady  Henriett  Livingston,  daughter  of 
Alexander,  Earl  of  Callendar,  and  head  a  non,  Robert  Loudoun. 

30.  Robert  Loudoun  Ed  so  was  a  Colonel  in  the  Army  and 
married  Jane  Oakley,  relict  of  Capt.  Norris,  R.  H. ,  by  whom 
he  had  three  daughters  and  one  son;  (l)  Anne,  married  T« 
Baird;  (?>)  Elizabeth,  married.  Richard  Hiller;  (3)  Nary, 
married  Robert  Patterson,  and  (4)  John. 


51.  John  Kelso,  son  of  Robert  Loudoun,  Captain  in  the  32nd 
Regiment  of  Foot,  succeeded  to  Dankeith  in  1778.  He  married 
Earg-ret  I’ov/at,  June  13,  1758  (who  died  in  1814 J,  daughter 
of  Gilliam  Kovn  t,  ?*ovost  of  Aberdeen,  by  whom  he  had  nine 
sons  and  five  daughters;  (l)  Gilliam,  his  successor;  (2) 
Robert,  a  liujor-  >eneral  in  the  Army,  who  married  Hiss  Burt- 
sell  of  the  County  of  Suffolk,  by  whom  he  had  a  son,  (a) 
Edward  John  Francis  and  two  daughters;  (b)  Hargaret  Augusta, 
who  married  Rev.  Courtney  Boyle  -race;  (c)  Louisa  who  mar¬ 
ried  Rev.  V.'iiiiuin  Colville. 


General  Kelso  died  at  his  house  at  Bungay,  in  Suffolk, 

Oct*  13,  1823.  (o)  John,  died  an  Ensign  in  the  51st  Regi¬ 

ment;  (4)  Hillar,  who  was  in  the  Royal  Navy  and  was  drowned 


in  the  Ganges  near  Calcutta; 
the  "Zest  Indies;  (G)  Barrie, 
Archibald,  who  purchased  the 
and  who  married  Hiss  Hncharg, 


(5)  Alexander  Stewart,  died  in 
died  in  the  Jest  Indies;  (?) 
Estate  of  Gauchric  in  Garrick, 
daughter  of  Hncharg  of  Kiers, 


an  ‘ancient  Ayrshii*©  family  and  had  isoue;  (a)  Archibald, 
who  married  and  had  a  son,  Archibald,  Major  of  the  6th  Batt  • 
'Vai’v/ick. shire  Regiment,  who  married  in  1328,  Arabella, 
daughter  of  Col.  ICeyworth  of  the  13th  Li  hit  Dragoons  and  52nd 
i'icgiiuent;  (b)  Andrew,  Colonel  of  Madras  Cavalry,  married  and 
had  issue;  John  Bdward  henry,  who  married  Cecilia  Dudingston, 
daughter  of  John  Rainsford  Dudingcton;  (c)  John,  (d) , 

Cecilia  Margaret,  (e)  ilargarec  Georginia,  (f)  Jane  and  (g) 
Elizabeth;  (b)  George,  Captain  of  an  India) .inn,  married 
hiss  Plumb  and  died  without  issue;  (9)  Andrew,  died  unmarried; 
(10)  June,  died  unmarried,  (ll)  Prances,  died  unmarried;  (18) 
Mary,  married  Patrick  Ballentyne  of  Castle  Hill  in  Ayrshire; 
(13)  A*-argaret,  died  uumarr  reo.;  (id)  Oh ar lo g t e  Christina. 

Captain  Kelso  died  in  1781  and  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest 

son* 


33.  William  Kelso  of  Dankeith,  Major  of  the  23rd  Light  Dragoon 
and  Colonel  of  the  Royal  Regiment  of  Ayrshire  Militia.  This 
gentleman  was  offered  a  Baronetcy,  but  declined  it,  asserting 

that  the  ancient  Barony  was  his  due,  rightfu  ly,  and  that 

, 

he  would  accept  nothing  less.  He  married,  August  30,  1784, 
Susanna,  daughter  of  William  Ferguson,  Hsq.  of  Doonh’olm,  by 
whom  he  had  issue;  (l)  John,  who  was  secretary  to  the  Governor 
of  the  Isle  of  France,  but  died  unmarried;  (2)  Lilli  n,  who 
succeeded  to  Mankeith;  (3)  Fleming,  a  Lieutenant  in  the  13th 
Light  dragoons  and  died  unmarried,  Uov.  14,  1885;  (4)  HI is abet! 
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Married  John  H.  Martin  of  Glencree,  in  the  County  of  Y.'igton; 
(5)  Krrgnret ,  (o)  Susanna;  (?)  Eleonora,  who  died  Feb. 

EH,  18  i5.  Colonel  1  Is o  died  in  1 8 3 6 ,  and  was  succeeded  by 
his  oocond  con. 


cd.  ellliam  Kelso ,  n  Co .1  onol  in  the  East  India  Comnonys 
service  at  Madras,  succeeded  to  Dnnkeith  in  183(3,  his  brothers 
bavin;;  pro-deceased  him.  He  died  unmarried  Apr 13  14,  1844, 
when  the  headship  of  the  family  reverted  to  his  cousin,  the 
only  son  of  General  Robert  Kelso,  (Ho.  30),  Edward  John 
i* rands  Kelso,  (for  whom  his  late  Royal  Highness,  the  Duke 
of  Kent,  stood  sponsor). 

o4.  -award  J.  s?  •  Kelso,  Captain  in  the  7 End  Highlanders, 
married  in  1841,  mill  it  pa,  only  child  of  Barrington  Purves, 
of  Porters  Hall,  Essex,  and  Bockington  Grange,  Warwickshire. 
Their  children  Wore  (1)  Edward  Barrington  Purves;  (8) 

Edward  Archibald  Robert,  who  died  Oct.  SGth,  1871;  (o) 

Edward  Henry  George,  who  died  February  18,  1884;  and  (4) 
Charlotte  Phillippa  Ha ry,  who  married  in  1886,  Robert  Charles 
Leslie,  of  Ball yb ay  House,  Ballybay,  Konagnan  and  Kilclef 
Castle,  County  Down.  Captain  Kelso  died  Oct.  26,  1857. 


35.  Edward  Barrington  Purves  Kelso,  a  commander  in  the  Royal 
Havy ,  married  in  1887,  Arnes  Marion,  only  child  of  Richard 
Kodson  Calloway,  Esq.,  Captain  Kelso  (1910)  is  J.  ?. ,  and 
Deputy  lieutenant  for  Essex,  and  Lord  of  the  Kanor,  Great 
horkesley. 
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*  r  jm  Hobcrtson’o  History  -  Pages  31  and  33* 


The  very  ancient  barony  of  Kelso land  consisted  in  its 
central  part  of  that  beautiful  dale  or  glen  in  the 
parish  of  Largs,  now  known  by  the  name  of  the  Vale  of 
Brisbane;  The  manor  place  is  now  called  Brisbane 
Ho u  -e,  the  glen  is  still,  however,  known  as  the  Kelso 
Glen,  and  part  of  the  estate  is  still  called  by  its 
ancient  name.  Danko ith ,  the  present  title  of  the  family, 
(1328)  is  an  elegant  and  commodious  mansion,  set  down 
on  a  gentle  eminence  in  the  heart  of  the  surrounding  ex¬ 
panse  of  Lowland,  amid  some  very  fine  old  timber  and  more 
recent  plantations  in  the  parish  of  Symington,  about  a 
mile  south-east  of  Dun don aid,  and  five  miles  south-west 
of  Kilmarnock,  the  post  town. 
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‘whether  of  Roman  or  Scoto-Worman  origin,  the  Kelso  a  of 
Kv.lbola.nd.  were  Celtic  3arons  of  Strath  Clyde  previous  to 
the  year  cGO*  Their  early  possessions  were  in  the  West 
of  Scotland,  in  the  northerly  part  of  Strath  Clyde, 
north  and.  south  of  the  River  Clyde,  which  territory  is 
no“  wno'vi  as  Dunbarton  and  Renfrew. 

The  ancient  town  of  Mcluyd,  or  Alolyde,  was  situate  on 
the  on.st  side  of  the  Leven,  between  I-och  Lomond  and  the 
River  Clyue  on  or  near  the  present  site  of  the  town  of 
Dumbarton  and  was  the  seat  of  such  local  government  as 
was  haa  in  truth  Clyde  under  various  rulers  between  the 
years  900  and  1100.  See  maps  of  -'The  Heptarchy *•  and 
England  Bna  the  Eanelogh* ,  about  the  year  SCO. 


Claims  have  been  made  (without  proof)  that  the  name  Kelso 
is  of  worm  an  origin  and  that  the  family  resided  in  iforth— 
umbria,  Las tern  Scotland,  at  Kelso,  then  a  small  village 
ot  the  continence  of  the  Teviot  and  Tweed  and  that,  durin? 
the  ‘Hefonaation* ,  Lord  Kelso  vis  persecuted  by  the  pre- 
3 at i cel  party,  his  castle  at  Kelso  destroyed,  and  he  and 
his  family  compelled  to  flee  the  town. 


So iao  oT  the  imerioan  families  of  the  name  have  stated  that 
they  visited  Kelso  and  saw  the  -ruins  of  Lord  Kelso1 3 
castle,  yet  preserved  in  the  town,  etc.,  etc.,  but  at  the 
time  of  these  troubles,  Lord  Kelso  lived  in  Renfrewshire, 
near  Lark's,  .sest  Scotland. 

It  has  been  proven  that  there  was  no  castle  in  that  tovm 
belonging  to  anyone  bearing  the  name  of  Kelso,  and  that 
the  ruins  which  were  viewed  by  the  visitors  was  that  of 
the  celebrated  Kelso  Abbey  which  was  founded  in  1188  by 
Kin-  David  of  Scotland  and  dedicated  by  Bishops  of  St, 
Andrews  and  Glasgow,  to  The  Virgin  and  to  St.  John  the 
Evangel iet •  (See  J iber  de  Calchou,  443). 

1*41146 


The  -Suitor  of  the  Kelso  Hail  in  the  issue  of  Hay  6,  1SC8, 
writes  I  11  Kelso  as.  a  surname  is  almost,  if  not  entirely, 
unknown  in  the  Kelso  or  Border  district;  but  it  occurs , 
though  rarely,  in  the  Zest  of  Scotland,  whence  it  may 
hove  been  transplanted  in  she  days  when  Kelso  and  certain 
portions  of  the  ..eat  Country  were  associated  under  the 
same  ecclesiastical  rule.  In  those  days,  doubtless, 
people,  laymen,  and  priests  alike,  would  be  transferred 
from  one  portion  of  the  Church's  patrimony  to  another,  and 
doubtless  also,  they  would  be  known  and  designated  by  the 
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name  of  the  place  whence  they  came.  hence  Kelso  ns  a 
o  urn  nil  e  would  be  more  frequently  in  use  at  a  distance  than 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  tom  of  thaw  name1'* 


Xt  is  quite  certain  that  no  one  at  this  late  date  knows 
if  the  town  derived  its  name  from  the  family  or  the 
family  derived,  its  name  from  the  to  an,  but  probably  tne 
latter,  and  that  it  is  a  place  name,  dating  back  to  early 
Feudal  t ime g ♦ 


i 


D3  PROfiriDIS 


"I  dr-'.n  the  wizard* s  circle  upon  the  Bands,  and  blue 
f lanes  spring  from  its  circumf erence,  I  describe  an 
inner  circle,  and  green  flakes  cone  responsive  to  my 
words  of  r.iv{-;ic*  I  touch  the  coma  m  center  of  both 
with  i ay  wane  and  red  flames  like  adder* s  ton  pies  leap 
from  the  earth.  Over  those  flames  X  place  my  caul¬ 
dron  filled  with  the  blood  of  a  new  killed  doe,  and 
as  it  boils  I  soeak  my  incantations  and  make  my 


mystic  signs  and  passes,  watching  the  blood  red  mist 
; . a  it  rises  to  meet  the  spirits  of  Air# 

X  chant  my  conjurations  as  I  learned  them  from  the 
great  key  of  Solomon,  and  while  I  speak,  the  ruddy 
fumes  take  human  forms* 


Out  of  the  dark,  fathomless  Past  -  the  Past  of  ages 
ago  -  comes  a  goodly  company  of  simple,  pompous 
folk  all  having  a  touch  of  chilcioh  savagery  which 
shows  itself  in  the  fierceness  of  their  love  anu  of 
tneir  h  te*  x  z  x  x  ♦  Grille  the  cauldron  ooiis 

•row  ever  imre  distinct  and 
length  I  can  trace  th^ir  every 
feature;  they  and  the  events  of  their  lives,  tn^-ir 

their  virtues  and  sins,  their 

the  seven  numbers 
• of  life  —  pass  before  me  in  a 
when  I  bid  them  move,  or  us  in 


their  cloud  forms 
definite,  fix 1  .  o 


joys  ana  sorrow^, 
hatreds,  jealousies,  and  loves 
in  the  total  si 
or  norms. a,  movin' 

I  bid  them  cause,  speakin;  v/hen  I  bid  them  speak 
and  alas l  fading  back  into  the  dim  Try  limbo  of  the 
oast  long,  long  ore  1  would  have  t  *oia  go#1’ 


a  hen 


( Selected) . 
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